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We deal with our third experiment about the tracking of the Scolopax rusticola. As in the

previous experiments, the point is to know the Eurasian woodcock’s migration along the

Western Palearctic.

The first two projects fixed the beginning of a new era in the knowledge of that migration. It was

the first time that such experiments were made in Europe with this kind of bird, due to its small

weight and very special behavior.

In these projects (first with 12 gram Solar PTTs in 2006; second with 9.5 gram Solar PTTs in

2007) we have real problems with interference. As a result, we thought that one possible way to

overcome the interference could be to increase the charge of the PTTs.

In March 2008, MTI gave us two new prototypes (9.5 gram) equipped with a new technology, to

try and prove them.

Here are some clear consequences of the use of this new technology during 2008:

a) The charge has been greater than in our previous experiments.

b) The emissions’ data given by Argos have been much better in quality and quantity.

c) The frequency of the emissions has been more regular than before.

d) The frequency has been broken only in very few occasions, when clearly there were no

interference problems. So, as hypothesis, we have tried to link this phenomenon with the

woodcocks’ roding or croule.

The final result: the European interference has been overcome with both PTTs, during all the time

the tracking lasted and in all the different atmospheric circumstances.

*This work rests on the different projects performed by the CCB (Club de Cazadores de Becada)

and is part of a series of papers done by a team composed by Ibon Telletxea, Mikel Arrazola, Zarbo

Ibarrola, Raúl Migueliz, Joakin Anso, Izaskun Ajuriagerra, Ruben Ibáñez, Roberto Gogeaskoetxea,

Felipe Diez and Joseba Felix Tobar-Arbulu.

