IL  MISTERO  - non vero – DEL  SUICIDIO DEGLI UCCELLI in una località dell’India .
La lista degli uccelli “sucidi” comprende la Beccaccia 
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Jatinga Situated at 9 km south of Haflong, a small hill in southern Assam. The small village of Jatinga in the North Cachar Hills is famous throughout India because of the so – called Bird Mystery which is played out every autumm.
Birders can look after Red headed Trogon, Great Barbet, Lesser and grater Yellownapes, Longtailed Broadbill, Blue whistling Thrush, Slaty backed and spotted forktails, spangled Drongo, white browed scimitar Babbler, white crested, lesser and whistling duck, Blue breasted Quail, Kalij Phesant, Yellow legged and Barred Buttonquails, Slaty legged Crake, Common and Purple moorhens, White breasted Waterhen, Watercock, slaty breasted rail, Pheasent tailed jacana, Eurasian Curlew, Eurasian Woodcock, spotted and emarlad dove, White throated kingfisher, Ashy Woodswallow, Black creasted Bulbul, Asian Paradise Flycatcher, Black naped Monarch, Blue Rock Thrush, Nepal Fulvetta, Rufous Gorgeted Flycatcher, Golden Spectacled Warbler, white capped wter redstart, Fire breasted Flowerpecker, Black throated Sunbird, Mountain Imperial Pigeons, Bay woodpecker, Maroon Oriole, Crested Finchbill, striated bulbul, Coral – billed and Red billed scimitar Babblers, Long billed, streaked, Eyebrowed, Pygmy and spotted wren Bablers, Crested serpent eagles, Grey peacockpheasant, red junglefowl, Oriental Turtle and Emerald Dove, Red breasted Parakeet, Vernal hanging parrot, brown hornbill, Black creasted, Flavescent, Ashy, Mountain and Black bulbuls, Streak breasted scimitar babbler, Silver eared Mesia, Blue winged Minla, Whishkered and white bellied Yuhinas, Grey sibia, snowy browed, slaty blue, little pied sapphire and many more ….
Jatinga, famous for the phenomenon of birds “committing suicide”, is located on a spur of the Haflong ridge, the head quarter of the district. It itself is an offshoot of the main ridge of the Borail range. It is centrally located at the junction of the roads leading to Haflong, Lumding and Silchar. Here the mist & fog lie like a veil around the beautiful face of the damsel from September to November. During these late monsoon months, mysterious behaviour of birds takes place. However, some other conditions are also necessary for the phenomenon to occur. The air must be foggy, cloudy or misty. If there is slight rain, it would be even better. The wind must be from south to north. It should be moonless dark nights. And the best time is between 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. Curiously, most of the doomed birds do not attempt to fly away after they land near the lights. They look dazed and disheveled, perhaps due to the trauma of the whole shocking experience. Such birds fall easy prey to the villagers. Some of the birds hovering around the light sources are brought down by a vigorous swing of the bamboo poles. Catapults are also used to bring down the birds in flight as well as those perching on the trees and bushes near the light sources. However, contrary to the popular belief, birds do not commit suicide. Under circumstances not yet fully explained, these birds get caught in the fog and wind, get disoriented and seek solace of the light sources put out by the villagers. They hit against trees or other objects and get injured in their flight towards the light source. The villagers hit the hovering birds with bamboo poles or catapults to bring them down Various studies have been conducted to unravel the causes behind this phenomenon. The record maintained show that 44 species have been attracted to the light sources. It has been established that the birds are not attracted to the entire Jatinga Ridge but only to a well-defined strip, 1.5 km long and 200 metres wide. Invariably the birds come in only from the north and attempts at placing the lights on the southern side of the ridge to attract the birds have failed. Another interesting fact has been brought out is that no long distance migratory bird gets attracted to the light traps. The victims are resident birds of the adjacent valleys and hill slopes. The unusual behaviour of the birds seems to occur due to the peculiar weather conditions at Jatinga. There also appears to be a correlation between the breeding period of the birds and the Jatinga phenomenon. Studies also reveal that the flight of water birds to Jatinga may be attributed to heavy rains and floods and submergence of their natural habitat in the surrounding areas. It has been observed that there was a high congregation of birds at Jatinga during 1988 which happened to be a year of high floods. Renowned ornithologists Dr. Salim Ali, Dr. S.Sengupta, A. Rauf etc have carried out researches on this subject. However, no single hypothesis comprehensively explains the Jatinga mystery till date. The problem deserves deeper scientific study from various angles.

The Birds Suicide Mystery Revealed
The question in the minds of every bird enthusiast and of those who are curious is … Does birds Really commit suicide?
Birds come in hundreds to Jatinga and die. Birds are trapped by bird fighting at Jatinga. They are attracted by artificial lights on dark moonless nights and are either killed or trapped. A similar light phenomenon occurs in the Philipines in about the same time and in similar climatic conditions i.e. on foggy, windy and moonless nights.
While most of the birds are trapped with what they call “Tawang” in the Philippines are supposed to be migrants, those at Jatinga are not necessarily so. True, the villagers of Jatinga killed the birds for their table. But they treated it as a sport. The villagers do not betray any sense of guilt. They had countered our shocked disbelief by asking point blank : “Don’t you kill fish in the plains in a similar manner with the years first flood? They considered the coming of the birds to be a gift of the Gods.
Birds come in large numbers from August to October on foggy, moonless nights. Even in July and November birds appear, but in decidedly fewer numbers. The time of the phenomenon occuring coincides with that of migration. This valley falls on the migratory route of locally migrating birds. That is how villagers get the oppurtunity to trap them. But still these birds come here every year and get trapped.
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