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The woodcock (Scolopax rusticola) is a migratory species having a great patrimonial

and hunting interest in Europe. In a certain area of northwest Hellas 333 hunting trips took

place for 13 consecutive years and from the same hunters. Woodcocks which were spot_

ted during each hunting trip were recorded. The first birds were coming in the area at

October, but the most woodcocks were coming at the first decade of November. Between

the years the arrival of woodcocks is dependent from the weather and moon.
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Greece, and especially northern regions constitutes one of the most important winter_

ing regions of the Eurasian woodcock (Scolopax rusticola) reaching in the country in big

numbers The present study focuses specifically on the diet of the European woodcock

population in the North of Greece especially in the central of Macedonia since there is no

existing information concerning this species.

The study was conducted during the hunting seasons in the years 2007 and 2008,

mainly from November until February in North of Greece especially in central Macedonia.

We analyzed 381 stomachs of woodcock and we calculated the frequency of occur_

rence F and the percent of occurrence W. The diet's composition is constituted mainly by

seeds of herbs F=65,79 and W=20,38 graminae shoots F=41,05 and W=3,47and insects

and especially from Coleopterans F= 66,05,and W=8,28, Tachypodiulus niger 63,68 and

8,97, Blaniulus guttulatus 39,47and 6,88.
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