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Biographical Sketch of F. John Ward (1903-1976)

F. John Ward, noted hunter and outdoorsman, and researcher on the woodcock bird. 

F. John Ward was born in Minneapolis in 1903. He was well traveled as a young man and after trips to Europe, Asia, the Arctic and Australia, Ward settled in St. Paul and opened a consulting business. Ward was an active hunter and outdoorsman, with memberships in both the local and national levels of Ducks Unlimited. During the 1950s, Ward became interested in the woodcock bird and pushed for research on the species. During this period he worked closely with the University of Minnesota and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on the bird's habits and needs. 

During his research on the woodcock, he began to write to scientists and sportsmen in Great Britain and France. The Old World Woodcock, a larger bird than the New World species, had been the subject of many articles and books in Europe. Ward was introduced to many experts in woodcocks in Europe after writing to the president of the Club National de Becassiers, Louis Guizard, which published a magazine devoted to the woodcock, La Mordoree.

Ward's work on the woodcock was in promoting the bird. The woodcock has never been a popular bird in the United States as a game bird, and little funding was to be had for research. During 1966-1967, Ward campaigned for the inclusion of "lesser" or "webless footed" game birds on the Migratory Bird Stamp to provide funds for woodcock research and he attempted to boost interest in forming a national woodcock club organized along the lines of Ducks Unlimited. In 1968 Ward retired to Pebble Beach, California, but continued his work on the woodcock. He organized the European section of the 5th Woodcock Seminar in 1974. F. John Ward died on March 30, 1976.
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Scope and Content

The collection consists of correspondence with a broad range of people interested in woodcocks, including academic and government biologists and foreign and domestic sportsmen. A portion of the correspondence is in French. 
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Restrictions

Use of Materials

Items in this collection do not circulate and may be used in-house only. 

Copyright

Researchers may quote from the collection under the fair use provision of the copyright law (Title 17, U.S. Code). Requests to publish should be arranged with the University of Minnesota Archives.

Return to the Table of Contents


Index Terms

This collection is indexed under the following headings in the catalog of the University of Minnesota Libraries. Researchers desiring materials about related topics, persons or places should search the catalog using these headings. 

Persons: 

Burwell, Robert. 

Cole, Charles L.

Fadat, Charles. 

Goudy, William Hardy. 

Guizard, Louis.

Marshall, William H. (William Hampton)

Reveyron, Paul.

Sheldon, William G.

Shorten-Vizcoso, Monica.

Stronach, Brian. 

Ward, F. John -- Archives. 

Subjects: 

Woodcock, American. 

Woodcock, Eurasian. 
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Administrative Information

Preferred citation

F. John Ward papers, University Archives, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities. 

Source of acquisition

The collection was deposited in University Archives by Professor William H. Marshall on September 7, 1976. 
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Related Materials in University Archives

William H. Marshall papers
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Other Related Materials

F. John Ward amassed a large library on woodcocks and birds in general, with the library containing many rare volumes. Professor William H. Marshall of the University of Minnesota's department of entomology, fisheries and wildlife acquired Ward's collection in the late 1960s. Dr. Marshall deposited the collection of books in the Entomology, Fisheries and Wildlife library on the St. Paul campus of the University of Minnesota. Please refer to the EFW's card catalog for titles belonging to F. John Ward. 
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Arrangement

The collection is arranged in alphabetical order, by correspondent or general topic, except the first two folders in the collection are general and miscellaneous correspondence. 
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Detailed Contents

The following folder inventory lists dates, general topics covered, and letters of particular importance. 
General Correspondence, 1954-1975. (Box 1, folder 1-2)

Letter to L.P. Voight, Commissioner of Conservation, Wisconsin, June 5, 1956. 

Concerns setting of woodcock season. 

Correspondence with Daniel L. Leedy, U. S. Bureau of Sport Fishing and Wildlife, 1957. 

Concerns setting of woodcock season; migration. 

Letter from Daniel A. Janzen, U. S. Bureau of Sport Fishing and Wildlife, July 26, 1960. 

Concerns woodcock season. 

Letter from Robert M. Paul, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Interior, March 27, 1964. 

Concerns woodcock resources, in answer to Ward's letter to Sec. Udall concerns appointment of coordinator for management of woodcock. 

Correspondence with Fant W. Martin, Migratory Bird Populations Station, Laurel, Md., 1965. 

Concerns woodcock trapping techniques. 

Correspondence with Steve Liscinsky, Pennsylvania Game Biologist, 1965. 

Concerns Pennsylvania woodcock study. 

Correspondence with Irene B. Ahrens, Librarian, U. S. Fish and wildlife Service, 1965-1967. 

Concerns woodcock literature. 

Letters to Oliver L. Austin, University of Florida, and John Kupa, University of Rhode Island, with information, February 23 and 24, 1966. 

Concerns beginning of woodcock library.

Answers do not appear in this collection. 

Letter to Mrs. Louis (Elsie) Hill, Jr., April 14, 1966. 

Concerns collection of Scandinavian woodcock literature. 

Notes on Ward's visit to France in the Spring of 1966. 1966. 

Handwritten article on the controversy of suppression of body scent by woodcocks. 1967. 

Correspondence with Homer McCoy, Walt Disney Productions, 1967. 

Concerns his woodcock article in Guns and Ammo (February? 1967). 

Correspondence with Ed Zern, 1967. 

Concerns woodcock hunting in Europe; news concerns U. S. woodcock work. 

Correspondence with Mary Balogh, Librarian, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 1967-1968. 

Concerns woodcock literature. 

Letter by Robert A. McCabe, University of Wisconsin, to Griggs Foundation proposing funding for woodcock research. January 10, 1967. 

Correspondence; Notes and programs for 1968 Woodcock Seminar in Baton Rouge, LA, January - February, 1968. 

Correspondence with S. D. Schemnitz, University of Maine, February 16, March 1, 1968. 

Concerns French woodcock research; exchange of study skins. 

Letters to William L. Hudson, February 23, 1968. 

Concerns introducing woodcock into Hawaii. 

Letter from Frank Hayes, University of Georgia, March 18, 1968. 

Concerns French study of woodcock parasites. 

Manuscripts for Ward's article on woodcock for Natural History Society, Minneapolis, June 7, 1968. 

Correspondence; Reports on Wisconsin and Minnesota woodcock projects. February 21, March 27, September 16, 1968. 

Photograph, slides, correspondence, October 1968. 

Concerns "isabelline" woodcock. 

Letter to American Geographical Society in which Ward describes his travels in the Arctic. September 19, 1972. 

Letter to "Milt" (Henry M.) Reeves, Migratory Bird Population Station, February 13, 1975. 

Concerns outbreak of Trichomoniasis in California doves. 

Letter to "Bucky" (Ray B.) Owen describing displacement of woodcock from diurnal coverts, August 16, 1975. 



Berder, Bela, 1974. (Box 1, folder 3)

Hungarian game biologist. January 9, 1974: letter from Ward with resume of current woodcock research. 



Burwell, Robert, 1957-1975. (Box 1, folder 4)

Regional Director, U. S. Bureau of Fish and Wildlife. Correspondence concerns woodcock research; season; personal matters. 1969 correspondence concerns migratory bird stamp. 



Christianson, Conrad, 1968-1969. (Box 1, folder 4)

Minnesota Conservation Department. June 25, 1968: rough draft of woodcock project; September 1968 letter by Ward concerns hunter cooperation in woodcock project. 



Clausager, Ib, 1974-1975. (Box 1, folder 6)

Danish game biologist. Correspondence concerns arrangements for Clausager to attend the 1974 Woodcock Workshop in Athens, Georgia. 



Coles, Charles L., 1973-1976. (Box 1, folder 7)

Director, The game Conservancy, Great Britain. Correspondence concerns Monica Shorten-Vizcoso's work for The Game Conservancy, Iranian woodcock research, 1974 Woodcock Workshop, personal matters. 



England: general correspondence, 1964-1968. (Box 1, folder 8)

1966: Letters from Ward to Gerald A. Best, Rowland Ward Ltd., concerns woodcock literature (no letters from Best received with papers). Bulk of correspondence is with T. H. Blank, Eley Game Advisory Service, concerns woodcock literature, specimens, memorabilia. 



Fadat, Charles, 1962, 1965-1976. (Box 1, folder 9-10)

French woodcock researcher later Editor La Mordoree. 1966: Correspondence concerns sexing and aging woodcock; reports on banding; hunting; migration patterns of European woodcock. 
Letter from Fadat concerns weights of woodcock. January 30, 1967. 

Fadat concern woodcock morphology. August 26, 1967. 

Fadat concerns European woodcock migration. May 9, 1968. 

Fadat concerns migration. July 6, 1970. 

Translation of Fadat's report on the possibility of there being two groups of European woodcock and the impact of this on game legislation in France. July 1, 1971. 

Correspondence concerns methods of sexing, aging, and subspecies determination of European woodcock; Woodcock Workshop; French and English versions of Fadat's talk at the Woodcock Workshop. 1974. 

Fadat concerns problems involved with European woodcock research. May 21, 1975. 

Fadat concerns research activities in Europe. February 6, 1976. 



Goudy, William, 1965-1968. (Box 1, folder 11)

Biologist, Section of Migratory Upland Game Bird Studies. 1965 correspondence concerns Woodcock Wing-Collections Survey. Correspondence generally concerns hunting; European woodcock research; observations of American woodcock. Graphs of comparison of woodcock kill and number of hunters in Michigan, 1958-1964; is included with Goudy's November 3, 1965 letter. 



Guizard, Louis, 1965-1976. (Box 1, folder 12-14)

French woodcock hunter, President of Club National des Becassiers (National Club of Woodcock Hunters). Correspondence generally concerns La Mordoree and the club; Ward's trips to France in 1966 and 1974; Fadat's work on woodcock; 1974 woodcock workshop; personal matters; photographs. 
Ward concerns woodcock literature project. January 1, 1966. 

Ward concerns Hill-Slade bird book collection. March 16, 1966. 

Exchange of letters concerns ability of woodcocks to suppress odor. January and March 21, 1967. 

Ward concerns "semi-woodcock" found in South America. April 3, 1967. 

Ward concerns 1967 banding project. June 28, 1967. 

French and English versions of Guizard's talk at the woodcock workshop. June 27, 1974. 

Ward concerns woodcock behavior. July 9, 1974. 



Jarosz, John A., 1968-1974. (Box 1, folder 15)

Correspondence concerns bird carvings, personal matters. 



Marshall, William, undated, 1953, 1955-1975. (Box 1, folder 16)

Correspondence concerns Minnesota woodcock research, woodcock literature, 1971 trip to Europe and the Azores. 
Report on sex, age and weight data for Minnesota woodcock, 1959. March 17, 1960. 

Marshall to Richard Wettersten, Minnesota Dept. of Conservation, with proposal for radio-telemetry studies of woodcock. October 24, 1967. 

Copy of September 16, 1953 letter to Marshall from Tom L. Wann concerns observations of Minnesota woodcock. December 27, 1967. 

Letter from Norman Heyward to Marshall concerns dew ponds. February 2, 1970. 

Marshall to Harold Harper, California Dept. of Game and Fish, with description of European trip. November 24, 1971. 

Ward concerns work of Fadat and Guizard. June 7, 1975. 

Marshall concerns deposition of woodcock collection. August 6, 1975. 



Migratory Bird Stamp, 1966-1967. (Box 1, folder 17)

Correspondence and copies of bills to increase the fee for the Migratory Bird Stamp to fund programs for study of "lesser" migratory game fowl. 



Reveyron, Paul, 1969-1974. (Box 1, folder 18)

Canadian woodcock hunter (Tunisian refugee). Correspondence concerns woodcock hunting, personal matters. 
Reveyron's opinion of the controversy in Europe on whether there are one or two species of woodcock. August 29, 1971. 



Sheldon, William, 1966-1968, 1972, 1974. (Box 1, folder 19)

University of Massachusetts. Correspondence concerns Sheldon's 1967 book on woodcock; plans to study in Europe; woodcock literature; 1966 and 1967 Woodcock Seminars. 
Ward concerns French woodcock research and Minnesota woodcock research. January 28, 1966. 

Sheldon concerns recommendations for woodcock on High Island, Michigan. September 26, 1968. 

Sheldon concerns British and European woodcock work. June 12, 1972. 



Shorten-Vizcoso, Monica, 1970-1976. (Box 1, folder 20)

British woodcock researcher. Correspondence concerns her woodcock review published in 1974; 1974 Woodcock Workshop; her woodcock banding work; European Woodcock Research Group (1975). 
Ward outlines the history of his interest in woodcocks, describes careers of several woodcock researchers. April 14, 1972. 

Shorten-Vizcoso concerns her trip to Spain. November 15, 1972. 

Shorten-Vizcoso's vitae prepared for woodcock workshop. May 19, 1974. 

Report: European Woodcock: Research and Management 1974. 1975 ? 

Shorten-Vizcoso's report on 1974 Woodcock Workshop. February 15, 1975. 



Slade, George Norman, 1961-1962, 1974-1975. (Box 1, folder 21)

Correspondence concerns woodcock Banding. 



Stronach, Brian, 1974-1975. (Box 1, folder 22)

Irish game biologist. Correspondence concerns Stronach's research on the breeding condition of Irish woodcock, 1974 Woodcock Workshop. 
Resume of Stronach's post-collegiate career. May 29, 1974. 

Ward concerns participants in 1974 Woodcock Workshop; answer, February 7, gives further information. January 27? 1975. 



Torrison, Mandt, 1972-1975. (Box 1, folder 23)

Lawyer, woodcock hunter. Largely personal correspondence including a memo concerns Chippewa Indian claims (April 4, 1972) and arrangements for 1974 Woodcock Workshop. 



Wisconsin woodcock, 1968. (Box 1, folder 24)

Ward describes woodcock research in Minnesota and some conclusions drawn from that research, and proposes that similar research might be carried on in Wisconsin and Michigan. March 27, 1968 from James B. Hale, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, includes Wisconsin woodcock data. February 21, 1968. 



Woodcock Banding Program, Minnesota, May 1967. (Box 1, folder 25)

The program was initiated by William Goudy. Correspondence concerns arrangements. May and June letters by Goudy and Ward contain some comments on the program. 



Woodcock Club, 1966-1967. (Box 1, folder 26)

Correspondence concerns a movement to organize woodcock hunters along the lines of Ducks Unlimited. Correspondence include William Sheldon, Ed Zern (Associate Editor, Field and Stream) and Keith Davis (Ruffed Grouse Society of America). 



Woodcock Project, 1967. (Box 1, folder 27)

Because of an early hunting season in 1967, hunters were asked to cooperate by retaining their birds to be aged, weighed and sexed at a later date. Report on results is included. Correspondence mainly between Ward and Marshall. 



Woodcock Seminar, 1st, Minnesota, 1966. (Box 1, folder 28)

Correspondence concerns arrangements. Program with September 12, 1966 letter; minutes with November 16, 1966 letter. 



Woodcock Workshop, 5th, Athens, Georgia, 1974, 1974-1975. (Box 1, folder 29)

Correspondence concerns arrangements. Correspondents include Joseph Artmann, U. S. Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, and E. V. Komarek, Tall Timbers Research Station. 



