Woodcock (Eurasian Woodcock)

Scolopax rusticola

http://www.birdcare.com/bin/showsonb?woodcock
The State of the Nations Birds
Distribution Britain 1,204 (-28.9%) Ireland 179 (-64.1%) 
Numbers breeding: Britain 15,000 Ireland 3,000 
European status: 600,000 (3% in Britain and Ireland = 8=) 
British population trend: seriously declining (-55% CBC){-70%} 
How likely are you to record it? 8 squares (0.2%) Ranked 155= [101=]
The squeaky, croaking whistles of roding (displaying male) Woodcock were not at all familiar until about 1820 when the species started to breed extensively in Britain and Ireland. Within 10 or 20 years it had spread to breed in almost all counties — possibly as a result of the protection of woodland where Pheasants were nesting and increased planting of trees. The population seemed stable and well established at the time of the first Atlas and during 1975 survey in Ireland. But widespread losses were recorded in the second Atlas (1988-1991): crepuscular species were probably less well recorded. However there is very good evidence for a real, widespread and substantial decrease over the last 15 or 20 years. Maturing forests and dry springs have been blamed but Ireland and the West are wet and most of the area of loss appears not to have altered much. However many of the pastures, where they feed, have been improved and powerful chemicals are used to dose sheep and cattle against worms and other parasites. Outlook again poor — are we going back 100 years? 
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Capsule The breeding Eurasion Woodcack populaton in Briain was esimoted of 78 346 moles
[95% CL 61 717-96 493, wih substaiol dferences in densies beween rogions and woodlond
ype.

Aim To stimole h brosding populaion sizs of Wasdcock inBrain using o dedicaied suvey method,
o enable ossessment of currnt itus and the creofion of o baselnefor ftur morioring.

Methods Posses of roding mole Woorkock were rocorded on threo evening visis to 807 randonly
selected ses, sarfd by ragion and woodlond sze, by volunlar cbservers during Moy-lune 2003
Resuls Roding Woodcock ware present in 35% of 1 kn squares confining o leas! 10 ha of woodland
and the meon dersity of moles in occupied squares was 2.76 = 0.29 birds/ke (s so]. Thore was
significant agional variotion i the occurrance and densiy of roding Weodock. Woodcock presence
differec bohween wooclnd types o th 1k level and he ston level, but dents wihin occupiod
woods wer similor across woodiond ypes.

Conclusion Previous esinates of he size of he rish bresding Woodcock population are fo 100 low
and the species shows much spofial variotion in breeding dansiy.
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in Woodcock Scolopax rsticola breeds widely
chroushout Betan, with notable absences oy o the

starus of the species. The British Tr
(BTO) Common Birds Cenus

highest ground n parts of Scotland and in south-sest
England and south Wales (Gibbons et al. 1993).
However, the species i corrently ‘amber lted' s o
bird o comervation concern because of an apparent
long-term decline in brecding numbers (~76%, 1974
1999) and range (~31% 1968/72-1988/91, Gregory
e al. 2002). The species’ popalation sz s unknown
and the current etinnate of S000-12 500 ‘pin’ (Baker
e al. 2006) is based upon sightings of Woodcock made
during the course of general bid surveys rather than
counts from dedicated surveys (Cibbons et al. 1993),
Owing 1o s cryprc plumage, secreive behaviour and
noctumal habits, the Woodcock s a diffcult specics

0 survey and it scems ikely that the presence of

breeding Worndcock in many woods

tced during general surveys. Hence shere is unces
ity about the relabiliy of these data and the truc
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suggestive of a decline in breeding Wookock rumber:
berween 1967 and 1985, bur the data were bissed
osands arcas of higher human population densiey par-
sculaly south-east England (Marchant et o, 1990). I
i unclear whether the diffrences in dutribution and
abundance of Woodcock heween the 1968-72 and
1985-91 BTO Breeding Atlas periods are, at las
pare, a resul of the change in methods between these
Woodeock are likely 1o be sendiive to habita
change becase. they have specific habitat reie
ments, particularly_during the brecding  season
(Hoodless & Hirons 2007). Young stnds of trces with
hish carthworn availabiliy and dense ground vegea:
tion are highly utilized for feeding and brood-earing
and arcas with more open ground vegetation are used
for nesting (Hitons & Johnson 1987). Deciduons
woodland s preferred to conifers (Cluager 197
Hoodles & Hirons 2007), but conifer plantations are





Abstract

Capsule The breeding Eurasian Woodcock population in Britain was estimated at 78 346 males (95% CL 61 717–96 493), with substantial differences in densities between regions and woodland type.

Aim To estimate the breeding population size of Woodcock in Britain using a dedicated survey method, to enable assessment of current status and the creation of a baseline for future monitoring.

Methods Passes of roding male Woodcock were recorded on three evening visits to 807 randomly selected sites, stratified by region and woodland size, by volunteer observers during May–June 2003.

Results Roding Woodcock were present in 35% of 1‐km squares containing at least 10 ha of woodland and the mean density of males in occupied squares was 2.76 ± 0.29 birds/km2 (± se). There was significant regional variation in the occurrence and density of roding Woodcock. Woodcock presence differed between woodland types at the 1‐km2 level and the stand level, but densities within occupied woods were similar across woodland types.

Conclusion Previous estimates of the size of the British breeding Woodcock population are far too low and the species shows much spatial variation in breeding density.

