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EURASIAN WOODCOCK

Scolopax rusticola

Once common winter visitor and a favourite

game bird in the Nilgiris, its population has declined

and it is uncommon today. A single bird observed on

28 December 2002 in a small moist and shaded grass

patch beside a wattle stand at Avalanche.

Subsequently we sighted (probably) the same bird

on the same site on 30 & 31 December 2002 and 22

& 23 January 2003. A bird sighted near Kolari Betta

near a waterhole along the road on 23 January 2003,

two birds sighted in January 2003, and one bird each in

December 2003 and January 2004 at different locations.

Davison (1883) notes, “Woodcock is not

uncommon from about October to the end of the

February in the Nilgiris and their shooting is an

amusement”. Home and Logan (1923) reported a

woodcock shot on 28 April in Krurnand near Mukurti

Peak as an exceptionally late date for the woodcock

in the Nilgiris. Inglis (1923) quotes Baker (who wrote

to him in 1921), “now a single gun is lucky, as I have

been, if he gets 30 to 40 cocks in a season and 6 in a

day. In 1920-21, I got 35 and in 1921-22, I got 29 and

in both seasons my best bag was six in a day out of

seven seen”. Further notes on woodcock shooting in

Nilgiris can be seen in Fletcher (1911), Home and

Logan (1923) and Lambton (1911).

The woodcock is believed to be the only nonstop

long distance flier in India, from the Himalaya to

the Nilgiri hills (a distance of 2,500 km) (Sengupta

1990a). Sengupta (1990b) proposed its migratory

route from Himalaya to the Nilgiris via Bangladesh,

West Bengal (where several specimens were netted

in Salt Lake, Calcutta between 1963 and 1969) and

Eastern Ghats, with or without a stopover.
