In questi giorni di meta’ Giugno 2010 è apparso un Blog definito come utile “piattaforma” per lo scambio di informazioni relative alla ricerca sulla migrazione ed identificabile come :


Più in particolare è inserito un “Appello” di una Ricercatrice della Oxford University  per ottenere informazioni utili alla “ricerca” sulla Migrazione della Beccaccia .

I dati “ricercati” ( apparentemente solo riferiti ad osservazione delle ali) non sembrano –per la nostra personale opinione – molto originali e piuttosto datati , mentre mancano riferimenti più incisivi riguardo il vero problema della “migrazione pura” in Europa .
Qui in calce il testo originale dell’ “Appello” .
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Woodcock Research - Urgent Request
Written by Adele Powell
 
This is an appeal for assistance with a unique research project investigating the migration and winter ecology of Eurasian Woodcock, Scolopax rusticola, which is being run in collaboration with the University of Oxford and the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust (GWCT).
 
The Eurasian woodcock is a cryptic, secretive wader and detailed knowledge of its migratory routes and the linkages between breeding and wintering sites are still required. The aims of the study are to 1. Gain a better understanding of Woodcock movements between breeding and wintering grounds within Europe, 2. Examine the separation of migrants from distinct breeding areas in NW Europe across Britain and Ireland in winter, and their distribution relative to resident birds, 3. Determine whether residency confers any fitness or survival advantage over migrants.
 
In order to address these aims, feather samples from birds of known origin (i.e. resident breeding birds, shot/caught in the Spring/Summer/early autumn - from now, until end of Sept) are required for analysis. I am in desperate need of samples from across the UK, Ireland and Europe, and I was wondering if you could highlight my request to appropriate persons. Whether they be hunters, forestry workers, bird ringers or someone just coming across a woodcock kill/carcass, it would be hugely beneficial if persons could provide whole wing sample for analysis, but where this is not possible then the 1st AND 10th primary wing feathers (smallest/innermost feather and largest/outermost feather, respectively) will suffice. I've attached an image of the woodcock wing, to help identify the correct feathers. 
 
Alternatively, feathers may come from relatively recent museum specimens (again from birds of know origin), where sampling is allowed.
 
Wing/feather samples from individual birds should be packaged separately, with details on bird age (if possible), collection date and location, and the sender's contact details (including email address). Samples should then be sent to the following address:
 
Miss Adele Powell
Edward Grey Institute of Field Ornithology,
Department of Zoology,
University of Oxford,
South Parks Road,
Oxford,
OX1 3PS
United Kingdom
I hope you can help. If not directly, then maybe you could pass on my details to other contacts you may have, as I am in DESPERATE need of samples from across Europe.

I would really appreciate your support.

Kind Regards
Adele Powell

Office: UK 01865 271173 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting              01865 271173      end_of_the_skype_highlighting
Mobile +447748833430 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting              +447748833430      end_of_the_skype_highlighting
E-mail: adele.powell@zoo.ox.ac.uk
Edward Grey Institute of Field Ornithology
University of Oxford,
South Parks Road,
Oxford OX1 3PS
Jun 09, 2010 

Eric Roualet said... 

Hello
have a look on 
http://www.alula.fr/article-identification-des-sexes-et-age-chez-la-becasse-d...
http://www.alula.fr/article-complement-de-l-identification-de-l-age-chez-la-b...
http://www.alula.fr/pages/Charadriiformes_Scolopacidae_2-2700773.html
Woodcock at the end of this page.

Also woodcock is a prey off Eurasian sparrowhawk in post breeding stage.

Regards

Éric

WorldWaders’s Posterous
A platform of shorebird news from around the world.

Jun 14 

New web-tool shows critical migratory waterbird sites need urgent protection
Written by Wetlands International
Innovative website, launched to support international conservation efforts for migratory waterbirds, shows key wetlands across Africa, the Middle East, Europe and Central Asia need protection now
The Hague, 14 June 2010 - A new website launched today by Wetlands International, BirdLife International and the UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) reveals major gaps in the protection of many critical sites used by migratory waterbirds across Africa the Middle East, Europe and Central Asia.  A staggering one-third of the critical sites (representing over 1,000 individual sites within the network) are entirely unprotected, putting the future of many migratory waterbirds at risk.
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The UNEP-GEF African-Euresian Flyways Project
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Migratory waterbirds – such as waders, terns and geese - need an unbroken chain of wetlands to complete their annual life-cycles. These same wetlands  benefit people by providing clean water and opportunities for fishing, agriculture, recreation and tourism. However, wetlands are amongst the world’s most vulnerable ecosystems and, consequently, an alarming 42% of the migratory waterbird species across Africa, the Middle East, Europe and Central Asia are in decline.

The new ‘Critical Site Network (CSN)’ Tool provides comprehensive information on 294 waterbird species from 3,020 sites. It is designed to make information easily available on the most important sites for migratory waterbirds, both at the national and international level.

“The Critical Site Network Tool will provide an unprecedented level of access to information for all waterbird species covered by the African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbird Agreement (AEWA). It brings together for the first time some of the most current and comprehensive information available internationally on the species and the sites they use,“ said Bert Lenten - Executive Secretary of AEWA - an international wildlife treaty administered by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

“To target conservation efforts effectively, access to reliable information about the critical sites that migratory waterbirds depend upon, and the ecological requirements of these species, is key,” underlined Lenten. 

“The Critical Site Network Tool  identifies priority sites for the protection of migratory waterbirds, and also highlights knowledge gaps; showing us that many stop-over and non-breeding localities are still poorly known,” said Dr Marco Lambertini - Chief Executive of BirdLife International. "Only by combining adequate knowledge, targeted action, appropriate funding and local capacity on the ground will we be able to make a difference for migratory species".

The CSN Tool also identifies sites and populations that need protection at a national level. For example, it has allowed conservationists to identify that only two of the five most important sites for the Near Threatened Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor in Tanzania - a vital country for the species - are currently protected.

Such information is now publicly available online, and will not only significantly help conservation efforts, but also facilitate national implementation of international environment agreements, such as AEWA and the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. The CSN Tool will also help support the implementation of the EU Birds Directive and the Bern Convention. 

Some of the most significant threats to critical sites across the network include expanding aquaculture and agriculture, as well as disturbance to birds. As this shows, policies within the agricultural, water management and energy sectors strongly influence biodiversity issues.  “There is tremendous potential for the CSN Tool to benefit decision-making in these areas as well.  This tool mobilizes information about these critical sites and the species that depend on them, for use in impact assessments, spatial planning and other development processes that currently have no access to these data” said Ward Hagemeijer, Head of Biodiversity at Wetlands International.  “This can make a real difference in the way development will be managed — avoiding, minimizing and mitigating impacts and contributing to sustainability”.

____________________________________________

“The CSN Tool is a powerful new resource which will help strengthen both the implementation of AEWA and the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands”
