AMAMI beccaccia 
http://webspace.webring.com/people/qk/kantori/Species/AmamiOkinawa.html
VIDEO 

http://www.videosurf.com/videos/Amami+woodcock
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8GSBqkQBTm0        SUPER 

FOTO 

http://orientalbirdimages.org/search.php?p=5&Bird_ID=1183&Bird_Family_ID=&pagesize=1
Inizio modulo

	2010 IUCN Red List Category (as evaluated by BirdLife International - the official Red List Authority for birds for IUCN): Vulnerable
Justification This woodcock has a small population that has declined moderately rapidly as a result of logging and predation. Although it has recently shown some signs of recovery, the combined effects of logging and introduced predators are predicted to lead to an increased, rapid rate of decline in the near future. These factors qualify it as Vulnerable. 

Family/Sub-family Scolopacidae

Species name author Hartert, 1916

Taxonomic source(s) Sibley and Monroe (1990, 1993)

Identification 34-36 cm. Long-billed, forest-dwelling woodcock. Plumage variable. Olive-brown upperparts with soft rufescent-brown patterning. Underparts barred brown and buff. Broad brown bars on hind crown with the first slightly narrower than the second. Bare pink skin around eyes. Similar spp. Eurasian Woodcock S. rusticola has narrower wings, shorter tarsi, and more rounded head. Generally more rufous coloration with more grey and dark contrasting patterning on wings and mantle. Dark subterminal band on tail.
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	Population estimate
Population trend
Range estimate (breeding/resident)
Country endemic?
2,500-9,999

decreasing

2,300 km2
Yes
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Range & population Scolopax mira is endemic to the Nansei Shoto Islands in southern Japan, where it is recorded from the islands of Amami-ooshima, Kakeroma-jima, Toku-no-shima, Okinawa and Tokashiki-jima. On Amami-ooshima, it was reported to be common in the mid-1980s and is mainly confined to the western half and the eastern tip of the island. Numbers around Nase City have declined markedly. On Tokunoshima, it was reportedly reasonably common in the mid-1980s, but it seems to be uncommon on Okinawa, where its population is believed to be small and confined to the northern part of the island. Its population is estimated to be <10,000 individuals. Declines are thought to have continued until 2002 but following conservation efforts since then it may have begun to increase. 

Important Bird Areas Click here to view map showing IBAs where species is recorded and triggers any of the IBA criteria.

Ecology: It occurs in subtropical, evergreen, broadleaved hill forest, often with cycads, where it prefers damp and shady areas of the forest floor. It has been suggested that some birds migrate from Amami-ooshima to more southerly islands in winter, but this remains uncertain. 

Threats On Amami-ooshima, large areas of mature forests have been clear-cut and replaced by young secondary forests. On Okinawa, the area of forest has declined and there is substantial and continuing deforestation in its range. There have been significant population declines in areas of good habitat where small Indian mongoose Herpestes javanicus was common, suggesting high levels of predation. Since 2002 there has been some control of mongooses and the predation risk may have decreased. Feral dogs and cats remain potential predators however. On Okinawa, there is a danger of accidental shooting as a result of confusion with S. rusticola, which is a game species. 

Conservation measures underway It is legally protected in Japan. Yuwandake National Wildlife Protection Area, and Kinsaku-baru Prefecture Protection Area have been established on Amami-ooshima. Yonaha-dake has been designated as a prefecture protection area on Okinawa. On Amami-ooshima, S. rusticola has been given special protection in order to prevent accidental shooting of S. mira. A radio-telemetry study of its home range was completed in the early 1990s. Small Indian mongoose has been actively controlled by the Ministry of Environment since 2002 with benefits to the woodcock. Censuses along mountain roads in the breeding season (twice a year, mainly in March and June), observations with ringed and radio transmitter fitted birds, and automatic camera surveys are now performed. 

Conservation measures proposed Restore the remaining areas of forest on the islands where it occurs. Increase control of introduced cats and dogs and continue efforts to control small Indian mongoose. Monitor the status of the population on Amami-ooshima, particularly to determine the impact of introduced predators. Conduct surveys and ecological research on the islands where it occurs. 

References BirdLife International (2001). 1. Yukihiro Kominami in litt. (2007). 

Further web sources of information
Fully detailed species accounts from the Threatened birds of Asia: the BirdLife International Red Data Book (BirdLife International 2001), together with new information collated since the publication of the Red Data Book
Text account compilers Phil Benstead (BirdLife International), Jeremy Bird (BirdLife International), Simba Chan (Wild Bird Society of Japan), Mike Crosby (BirdLife International), Nic Peet (BirdLife International), Andy Symes (BirdLife International)

Contributors Simba Chan (Wild Bird Society of Japan), Yukihiro Kominami (Wild Bird Society of Japan)

IUCN Red List evaluators Jeremy Bird (BirdLife International), Stuart Butchart (BirdLife International), Andy Symes (BirdLife International)

Recommended citation BirdLife International (2010) Species factsheet: Scolopax mira. Downloaded from http://www.birdlife.org on 7/9/2010 

This information is based upon, and updates, the information published in BirdLife International (2000) Threatened birds of the world. Barcelona and Cambridge, UK: Lynx Edicions and BirdLife International, BirdLife International (2004) Threatened birds of the world 2004 CD-ROM and BirdLife International (2008) Threatened birds of the world 2008 CD-ROM. These sources provide the information for species accounts for the birds on the IUCN Red List.

To provide new information to update this factsheet or to correct any errors, please email BirdLife
To contribute to discussions on the evaluation of the IUCN Red List status of Globally Threatened Birds, please visit BirdLife's Globally Threatened Bird Forums
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	VU
	Ryukyu Woodcock  Scolopax mira


IUCN Red List Criteria
	Critically Endangered
	 

	Endangered
	 

	Vulnerable
	A3c,e 


IUCN Red List history
	Year
	Category

	2009
	Vulnerable

	2008
	Vulnerable

	2004
	Vulnerable

	2000
	Vulnerable

	1996
	Vulnerable

	1994
	Vulnerable

	1988
	Lower Risk/Least Concern


Range
	 
	Estimate
	Data quality

	Extent of Occurrence breeding/resident (km2)
	2,300
	medium

	Number of locations
	>10 locations
	-

	Fragmentation
	some
	-


Population & trend
	 
	Estimate
	Data quality
	Derivation
	Year of estimate

	No. of mature individuals
	2,500-9,999
	medium
	estimated (directly)
	2007

	Population trend
	decreasing
	poor
	suspected
	-

	Decline (10 years/3 generations past)
	1-9%
	-
	-
	-

	Decline (10 years/3 generations future)
	30-49%
	-
	-
	-

	Number of subpopulations
	>1
	-
	-
	-

	Generation length (yrs)
	6.3
	-
	-
	-

	Population justification: Population estimate derived from analysis of recent records and surveys by BirdLife International (2001); also estimated by Rose and Scott (1997) to number <10,000. Recent surveys suggest that the total population including immature birds may now exceed 10,000 individuals but whether the number of mature individuals is greater than 10,000 requires clarification. 

	Trend justification: The species declined owing to considerable loss of forest habitat, combined with predation by non-native small Indian mongoose Herpestes javanicus. Since 2002 it has shown signs of recovery, but it is still likely to have undergone an overall decline over the past three generations (19 years), and given that the effectiveness of mongoose control remains uncertain and habitat loss is continuing it is precautionarily predicted to undergo rapid declines in the near future. 


Endemic Bird Area Distribution
	EBA name

	Nansei Shoto


Country/Territory distribution
	Country/Territory
	Occurrence status
	Extinct
	Breeding/ resident
	Non-breeding
	Passage

	Japan
	native
	 
	yes
	 
	 


Important Bird Area Distribution
	Country
	IBA name

	Japan
	Amami islands

	Japan
	Yambaru, northern Okinawa forest


Habitats & altitude
	Habitat (level 1)
	Habitat (level 2)
	Importance
	Occurrence

	Forest
	Subtropical/tropical lowland moist forest
	major
	resident

	Forest
	Subtropical/tropical montane moist forest
	major
	resident


Threats & impact
	Threat (level 1)
	Threat (level 2)
	Timing
	Scope
	Severity
	Impact

	05 Biological resource use
	5.1.1 Hunt/trap terrestr animals: Intentional use (species is target)
	continuing
	minority
	negligible decline
	low

	05 Biological resource use
	5.3.3 Logging/wood harvesting: Unintentional effects: subsistence/small scale (use of other spp)
	continuing
	minority
	rapid decline
	medium

	08 Invasive & other problematic species & genes
	8.1.014 IAS: Domestic Dog (Canis familiaris)
	continuing
	majority
	slow decline
	medium

	08 Invasive & other problematic species & genes
	8.1.016 IAS: Domestic Cat (Felis catus)
	continuing
	majority
	slow decline
	medium

	08 Invasive & other problematic species & genes
	8.1.017 IAS: Small Asian Mongoose (Herpestes javanicus)
	continuing
	majority
	slow decline
	medium


	Recommended citation BirdLife International (2010) Species factsheet: Scolopax mira. Downloaded from http://www.birdlife.org on 7/9/2010 


	This information is based upon, and updates, the information published in BirdLife International (2000) Threatened birds of the world. Barcelona and Cambridge, UK: Lynx Edicions and BirdLife International, BirdLife International (2004) Threatened birds of the world 2004 CD-ROM and BirdLife International (2008) Threatened birds of the world 2008 CD-ROM. These sources provide the information for species accounts for the birds on the IUCN Red List.

To provide new information to update these tables or to correct any errors, please email BirdLife
To contribute to discussions on the evaluation of the IUCN Red List status of Globally Threatened Birds, please visit BirdLife's Globally Threatened Bird Forums
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pete.morris@virgin.net pete.morris@virgin.net
GEOGRAFIA 

Geography ]
Geological and Biological History of the Amami Islands
Unique Showcase of Species Evolution on the Continental Island

http://www.amami.or.jp/isan/eng/nature_e.html

The Amami Islands are located at the eastern edge of the Eurasian Continent. The Amami Islands extend 200 kilometers from north to south. They form part of the Nansei Islands, at the southwestern tip of the Japanese Archipelago. Made up of eight small inhabited islands, the Amami Islands have a total land area of 1,231 km2. The Kuroshio Current, one of the strongest warm ocean currents in the world, fl ows in the west of the Amamis, between the Eurasian Continent and the Amami Islands.
The Amami Islands are included in the Nansei (Shoto) Islands Chains and are located on the border between geographically the Eurasian Plate and the Philippine Sea Plate. The Nansei Islands were created as a result of the Okinawa Trough formation and tectonic shifting some 15 million years ago. The sea level has changed greatly over the past 1.7 million years, largely because of climatic variation, and the deposited Ryukyu limestone has built up along with the formation of the island chain's immense coral reefs. Due to repeated separation and reattachment to the Eurasian continent, two types of islands ultimately came into being: 'high islands', rich with hills and rivers, and 'low islands', formed of limestone that developed into coral reefs, and feature abundant groundwater.
About 15 million years ago, the Amami Islands were part of the Eurasian continent, resulting in an overlap in the composition of terrestrial species. When the islands were isolated from the Eurasia mainland by the sea, the island biota also became separated from the continent and pursued an independent evolutionary course. Therefore, many species of fl ora and fauna found in the Nansei Islands, as well as the Amami Islands, are relicts of those found on the Eurasian continent. The Kuroshio Current served as a barrier separating the coastal area of the island chain from neighboring continents and islands. This indicates that the biota unique to the coastal areas of the Amami Islands have evolved independently.
The Nansei Islands have been likened to a "unique living museum" as they showcase the evolution of species on a continental island.
15 million years ago:

The present area of the Amami Islands once comprised the
eastern tip of a landmass extending from the southern part of Japan to Southeast Asia. It is thought that ancestral species of the Amami rabbit and Anderson's crocodile newt, as well as the Southeast Asian Ryukyu long-haired rat and Amami spiny rat were once found on the area.

tory of the Amami Islands. Unique Showcase of Species Evolution on the Continental Island. 
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4.
	Unique subtropical rainforests
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5.
	Diversified Environment of the Amami Islands
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6.
	Important endemic species of the Amami Islands
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7.
	People and nature of the Amami Islands
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8.
	International Recognition of Amami's Biodiversity
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[Geography ]

The Amami Islands are located at the eastern edge of the Eurasian Continent. The Amami Islands extend 200 kilometers from north to south. They form part of the Nansei Islands, at the southwestern tip of the Japanese Archipelago. Made up of eight small inhabited islands, the Amami Islands have a total land area of 1,231 km2. The Kuroshio Current, one of the strongest warm ocean currents in the world, fl ows in the west of the Amamis, between the Eurasian Continent and the Amami Islands.
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[Natural History]

[ Geological history of the Amami Islands ]
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The Amami Islands are included in the Nansei (Shoto) Islands Chains and are located on the border between geographically the Eurasian Plate and the Philippine Sea Plate. The Nansei Islands were created as a result of the Okinawa Trough formation and tectonic shifting some 15 million years ago. The sea level has changed greatly over the past 1.7 million years, largely because of climatic variation, and the deposited Ryukyu limestone has built up along with the formation of the island chain's immense coral reefs. Due to repeated separation and reattachment to the Eurasian continent, two types of islands ultimately came into being: 'high islands', rich with hills and rivers, and 'low islands', formed of limestone that developed into coral reefs, and feature abundant groundwater.
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[ Unique Biota of the Amami Islands ]

About 15 million years ago, the Amami Islands were part of the Eurasian continent, resulting in an overlap in the composition of terrestrial species. When the islands were isolated from the Eurasia mainland by the sea, the island biota also became separated from the continent and pursued an independent evolutionary course. Therefore, many species of fl ora and fauna found in the Nansei Islands, as well as the Amami Islands, are relicts of those found on the Eurasian continent. The Kuroshio Current served as a barrier separating the coastal area of the island chain from neighboring continents and islands. This indicates that the biota unique to the coastal areas of the Amami Islands have evolved independently.
The Nansei Islands have been likened to a "unique living museum" as they showcase the evolution of species on a continental island.
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15 million years ago:

The present area of the Amami Islands once comprised the
eastern tip of a landmass extending from the southern part of Japan to Southeast Asia. It is thought that ancestral species of the Amami rabbit and Anderson's crocodile newt, as well as the Southeast Asian Ryukyu long-haired rat and Amami spiny rat were once found on the area.
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Two million years ago :

The Okinawa trough began to sink greatly and the Inland sea (the present East China Sea) was terminated. This phenomenon gave rise to the Amami Islands. It appears that the flora and fauna expanding to the eastern tip of the continent before this era remained on the limited areas (high lands) and became isolated from the continent.
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[ Unique Subtropical Rainforests ]

In general, subtropical zone are found between the warmth indexes of 180 and 240. Subtropical zone occur in those areas which are located between a southern latitude of 20° to 30° and a northern latitude of 20° to 30° on the high-latitude side of the tropical zone. Thesubtropical zone of the world is comparable to the mid-latitude dry zone and rarely has rainforests. Most areas of the subtropical zone are arid or covered in grassland.
Although the Amami Islands belong to a subtropical zone in terms of the warmth index, the islands have subtropical rainforests. This particular situation exists in only a few of the world's subtropical areas, such as in the high mountains of Central America, where monsoons bring heavy rainfall amounting to more than 2000mm a year. Forests similar to the cloud forests that usually appear at high altitudes exceeding 1000m in the tropical zone also exist in the mountaintop areas of Amami Oshima and Tokunoshima, namely Mt.Yuwandake (694m) and Mt.Inokawadake (645m).

*Warmth index: In general, monthly average of over 5°C is needed for plant growth. The Index puts basis on 5°C and it counts temperatures over 5°C and the Index is an annual total of monthly averages.

Distribution of temperature environment and rainfall
Plants of the World Vol.13, Asahihyakka
Modified from Ecological geography for plants (1977)
Pictorial by Mitsuru Hotta

The islands are divided into two types according to their geological nature: high islands, which are somewhat mountainous, and low islands, which generally consist of raised coral reefs. Subtropical rainforests and mangrove forests develop on high islands, while built-up coral terraces and limestone karst landscapes can be found over large parts of the low islands. Subtropical coastal vegetation develops on all of the low islands, and coral reefs grow in the surrounding sea.
Although Amami Islands are a group of small islands, it possesses a variety of environmental factors that form different types of subtropical landscapes. Furthermore, these differ from island to island, resulting in various types of natural environments that provide unique habitats to a number of endemic or threatened species.
[The relict endemic species contributing to the conservation value of the Amami Islands][image: image46.png](R rresant land area
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The islands are endowed with many endemic species that are not found anywhere else in the world. In particular, there are a number of relict species that have survived only in these islands, while other related species have become extinct in most parts of the Eurasian Continent and the Japanese mainland. This occurred due to the past geographic isolation of the islands.
Among the relict endemic species are internationally recognized endangered species that are included in the IUCN* Red List of Threatened Species. For instance, no closely related species of the Amami rabbit (Pentalagus furnessi ), which is the single species of a single genus, are known. No closely-related species of Lidth's jay (Garrulus lidthi ) has been found in either Japan main land or Taiwan, only a closely related species does exist in the Himalayan mountains, which are far from the islands.

*IUCN = International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources

[Subspecies that show continuing signs of evolution]
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Even now, among species common to Japan main land and the Nansei Islands, differentiation within species is taking place. This ongoing process continues to lead to the presence of subspecies endemic to the Amami Islands. For example, while the Japanese little horseshoe bat (Rhinolophus cornutus) is commonly found on the main Japanese archipelago and the Nansei Islands, those found in the Nansei Islands have diversifi ed into an endemic subspecies, Orii's least horseshoe bat (R. c. orii). Another example of a species that has differentiated in the Nansei Islands is Kuroiwa's ground gecko (Goniurosaurus kuroiwae kuroiwae), which is a relict endemic species in the Nansei Islands. This species has diversifi ed into fi ve subspecies within the Nansei Islands, including the Banded ground gecko (G. k. splendens), which is endemic to Tokunoshima.
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