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What Causes Woodcock Population Declines?

Among the many recognized causes for the decline of woodcock (Straw et al. 1994), the most probable causes include the loss and alteration of habitat.

The outright loss of habitat has been primarily due to urbanization. This has been especially true along the Atlantic seaboard from Boston to Washington. Habitat change has almost always meant more suburbs, bigger towns, larger cities. This trend is especially severe along the East Coast, which once had far more woodcock habitat than it does today. There will never be as much habitat available for woodcock in the future as there was in the past.

More subtle than the loss of habitat has been the alteration of habitat. Examples include maturation of forests, water development, conversion of natural lands into agriculture or forest monocultures. But to woodcock, these alterations represent a loss of habitat complexity, a decrease in soil quality and often a change in the water table.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is mandated by law to manage woodcock populations in a manner that will not endanger the health of the woodcock population and, at the same time, provide opportunities for the public. The service has at its disposal two primary means of managing woodcock. First, and foremost, the service sets hunting season dates and bag limits. Since 1968, there have been four changes in dates and bag limits: 1982, 1983, 1991 and 1997. Season dates, bag limits or both were altered or reduced. The other alternative is to purchase or manage federal lands for woodcock or encourage private landowners to do so. To date, neither of these land management options has been attempted in more than a few isolated locations
L’analisi è propositiva di interventi sull’ambiente . .
  Land Management Practices That May Incidentally Help Woodcock
Understanding Woodcock

This bulletin describes woodcock habits, habitat needs, and habitat improvements that can help landowners increase woodcock numbers. This bulletin is aimed primarily at the Carolinas, Georgia, and northern Florida.

The quail-sized woodcock seems a peculiar bird. Unlike its sandpiper relatives, the woodcock is a forest bird. It spends its days hidden on the forest floor perfectly blended with dead leaves by its camouflaged pattern of broken blacks and browns. Its eyes sit so far back on its head that a woodcock can see all around, including behind itself. Its long, pencil-thin beak has nerves out to the tip to help its owner locate prey below the soil. A woodcock can open its beak just at the tip while it is probing deep in soft soil. These specializations of the bill enable the woodcock to grasp earthworms, its favorite prey, and pull them from the soil.

The woodcock stands on short legs positioned so far back on its body that it ambles about with an odd front-back bobbing gait. Perhaps because of the woodcock’s curious habits and mysteriousness, it has many names that describe its appearance and habits: bog borer, bog sucker, big eyes, swamp bat, mud bat, hokumpake, Labrador twister, whistler, marsh plover, big-eyed John, swamp quail, snipe, blind snipe, brush snipe, cane snipe, dropping snipe, forest snipe, owl snipe, wood snipe, hill partridge, night partridge, bec noir, becassé, night becassé, and the most common nickname, timberdoodle.

